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CONSTITUTION OF THE WORLD
HEALTH ORGANIZATION

Done at New York, July 22, 194
Entered into force, April 7, 1948

Acceptance decided by the cobinet, January 30,
1951 ’

Instrument of acceptance deposited, Moy 16, 1951
Entered into force, May 18, 1951

Promulgated, June 25, 1851

THE STATES parties to this Constitution declare,.
in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations,
that the following principles are basie to the happiness,
harmonious relations and security of all peoples:

B2 RYSBED BREKOINEEY
CKPF AL BHUKENSEEQRERSSNSUN
PELLT

M0 KRS © RN R0 v <
[ - $ oad RHE - S UHE R
$ORMRLSIY RO PRUBERP | P R
%‘

YV O<ECMEEL B vXANRLoR
RV R B VERS RASBRULS 0"

SOEREEC AP VERNEI 0 v &

Y ORUROWYEE NS0
. EROTRVRKEEUHAKRCOREASTELR
AVETH LRSI A 038P 80°

REACHEHSIRES MABEHSE NSO K2
FOEEERROFVEAR AP IR RN 1)
QHASRIEUXV I NR PSS, 0300

HEAERSOPRPERBERD L IR UENKOL0
EROBERN (Y O<BURMiEn s o
BHSHBOUQ WU NATPHSL L 2 QM 8
o :

HEARETE L ER NS O EE R URR
1AL <E QRN E N0 M BLoE R 40 0°

- SERER mMERC & RS MRS’

UOREY RESEKBIRSHHERHENE D
CANHOY QR NER 0

Health is a state of complete physical, mental
and social well-being and not merely the absence
of disease or infirmity.

The enjoymént of the highest attsinable
standard of health is ome of] the fundamental rights

of every buman being —S
; economjc or social condi-

téoo. ' .

The bealth of all peoples is fundamental to the
attainment of psace and gecurity and is dependent
upan the fullest cooperation of individuals and
States. ’

The achievement of any State in the promotion
and protection of health is of value to all.

Unegqual development in different countries in
the promotion of health and control of disease,
especially communicable disease, is a common
danger.

Healthy development of the child is of basic
importance ; the ability to live harmoniously in a
cbanging total emvironment is essential to such
development. :

The extension to all peoples of the bemefits of
medical, psychological and related kmowledge is
essential to the fullest attainment of health.

Informed opinion and active co-operation om
the part of the public are of the utmost importance

Governments have 3 responsibility for the health
of their peoples which can be fulfilled only by the
provision of adejuate health and social measures.

NECOESMNESY mO” (P O<EOR
IR ORA KB O L OB URAZ oA NS
Ri-0mEF EREL HORBUVENO m(”
LU NEEFROERBHT PECERORESRONT
FER VOV QERXERRE M HI0®

AOCEPTING THBESE FPRINCIPLES, and for the
purpose of co-operation among themselves and with
otbers to promote and protect the health of all peoples,
the contracting parties agree to the present Constitu-
tion and hereby establish the World Health Organiza-
tion as a specialized agency within the terms of Article
57 of The Charter of the United Nations.
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Article 12. The freedoms and rights guaranteed to the people by this Constitution shall be maintained by
the constant endeavor of the people, who shall refrain from any abuse of these freedoms and rights and
shall always be responsible for utilizing them for the public welfare.
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Article 13. All of the people shall be respected as individuals. Their right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness shall, to the extent that it does not interfere with the public welfare, be the supreme
consideration in legislation and in other governmental affairs.
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