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Global Definition of Social Work

Social work is a practice-based profession and an academic discipline that promotes social change and
development, social cohesion, and the empowerment and liberation of people.

Principles of social justice, human rights, collective responsibility and respect for diversities are central to social
work.

Underpinned by theories of social work, social sciences, humanities and indigenous knowledges,

social work engages people and structures to address life challenges and enhance wellbeing.

The above definition may be amplified at national and/or regional levels.
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International Federation of Social Workers (2013)

Constitution and by laws
PREAMBLE

The International Federation of Social Workers recognises that social work
originates variously from humanitarian, religious and democratic ideals and
philosophies; and that it has universal application to meet human needs
arising from personal-societal interactions, and to develop human potential.

Professional social workers are dedicated to service for the welfare and self-
fulfilment of human beings; to the development and disciplined use of
scientific knowledge regarding human behaviour and society; to the
development of resources to meet individual, group, national and
international needs and aspirations; to the enhancement and improvement of
the quality of life of people; and to the achievement of social justice.
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